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dealt with adults, though the records were pooled and therefore
unassignable to the separate clinics,

6.  Case-Sheets in use at Clinics.

There is no uniformity in the type of case-sheet or record-card
used in the psychiatric clinics of the country. Directors of clinics were
requested to send in a specimen copy of their case-sheets. Some
of these were elaborately drawn up, and contained many headings.
Others had no headings; use was made of a blank sheet of paper.
In a few clinics, according to the regional investigators, the psychiatrist
made notes on any piece of paper handy, telephoned his report at the
end of the session to the practitioner who had sent the patient, and
then tore up the notes. Such clinics had no records and were unable
to fill in Parts II and III of the questionnaire,

7,  Statistical Significance.

Various statistical methods have been applied throughout the
analysis to test the validity of the deductions made. Since to the
ordinary non-statistical reader details of these tests would be meaning-
less, they are not reproduced, But the standard errors of all differ-
ences are tabulated since the majority of medical readers are to-day
familiar with their purport.

Throughout this report the criterion of significance adopted is
that of twice the standard error. A difference, to be * realJ (that is,
unlikely to have arisen by chance), must exceed twice its standard
error, which implies that such a difference would occur by chance only
five times in a hundred trials.

So far as the comparisons between the three main types of clinics
are concerned (large-town, small-town and the London clinics), all
the differences are statistically significant unless otherwise stated.
Such tests were more difficult to make between the eleven regions.
Owing to the smallness of the numbers involved, to wide variability
within each region and to individual differences in completing the
questionnaires, statistical comparisons between regions were unsatis-
factory, and should be accepted with due reserve.